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Q1. For what unusual reason is Bholi sent to school?

Ans. As Ramlal was a government official and the Tehsildar had asked Ramlal to send his
daughters to the new school in his village, Bholi was sent to school just to satisfy the Tehsildar.
As Ramlal's wife felt that sending girls to school affected their marriage prospects adversely,
she did not want to send any of her daughters to school. However, with regard to Bholi, because
of her pock-marked face and dull brain, chances of getting a suitable matrimonial alliance were
next to impossible. So, Bholi's parents decided to send her to school, while simultaneously
accomplishing the task of obeying the Tehsildar's request.

Q2. Why do Bholi's parents accept Bishamber's marriage proposal?

Ans. Bholi's parents accepted Bishamber's marriage proposal as he was a well-to-do and had
not asked for any dowry.

Q3. How did Bholi's teacher play an important role in changing the course of her life?

Ans. Bholi stammered and was just a bundle of nerves when she attended school in the
beginning. Her teacher treated her kindly and encouraged her to have confidence and be bold.
She taught her to read and write, and made her an independent girl who was aware of her rights.
This way Bholi's teacher played an important role in changing the course of her life.

Q4. Why did Bholi at first agree to an unequal match? Why did she later reject the marriage?
What does this tell about her?

Ans. Bholi agreed to the match at first to fulfil her parents' wish. Later on, she rejected the
marriage when the groom asked for dowry. This tells us that Bholi was not a timid and dumb girl.
She was aware of her rights. She also knew how to fight for her own dignity and feared no one.

Q5. What actions did Bholi take to stop her marriage with Bishamber?

Ans. Bholi's marriage was going to take place with Bishamber who himself was forty-five or fifty
years old. He also limped and had two children from his first wife. Even then, he demanded
5,000 rupees as dowry. Bholi stopped the marriage by throwing away the garland in the fire. She
threw away the veil and asked her father to take back the money and refused to marry
Bishamber.



Q6. Bholi challenged the dowry seeker. She used to be a meek girl. What changed her

attitude towards life?

Ans. Bholi used to be a meek girl. She had pockmarks on her body. Her brain got damaged when
she was just ten months. She was also a slow learner. She could not speak till she was five.
Later on, she started stammering while speaking.

She was sent to school just for formality. Her parents were not serious about her studies. But
her teacher changed her life. She encouraged her to speak properly and to learn more and more
in school. Then, she knew what is good or what is bad. Now, she could differentiate between
right and wrong. Education totally changed her personality. Even then she behaved like an
obedient girl and agreed to marry Bishamber- fifty years old, lame person. But she could not
stand his demand of dowry. She refused to fulfil Bishamber's demand of five thousand rupees
and refrained from entering into an alliance with him. Thus, education changed her attitude
towards her life.


